PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP
REGULAR MEETING
October 15, 2024

Plymouth Township Council held its Regular Meeting at the Plymouth
Township Building. The following officials were in attendance:
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Council: Karen Bramblett --------- Chair
Lynne Viscio -----=-==-=-~-- Vice-Chair
Nicholas Whitney
Kristin Frederick Leonard
Aaron Nelson

Staff: Karen Weiss ---------=---- Manager
Alex Glassman ----------- Solicitor’'s Office
John Myrsiades ---------- Chief of Police
Lonnie Manali ----------~-- Woodrow & Associates
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Pledge of Allegiance - The Regular Meeting was called to order at
7:00 p.m. and Chairwoman Bramblett led the Pledge of Allegiance.

PUBLIC COMMENT - There was no public comment pertaining to any
items advertised on the agenda.

30 Years of Service Resolution- Linda Lincul- ACTION- Ms. Bramblett
read the resolution recognizing Linda Lincul for her generous and
outstanding service and contributions rendered while serving
Plymouth Township Manager’'s Office since October 3, 1994, thereby
completing 30 years of service. Council extends its appreciation
to Linda Lincul who served with commitment and dedication. Plymouth
Township Council desires to recognize the diligent and valuable
service rendered by Linda Lincul. Ms. Bramblett made a motion to
approve this resolution and was seconded by Ms. Viscio. A roll
call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Viscio, Mr.
Whitney, Ms. Leonard, Mr. Nelson, and Ms. Bramblett in favor.

ANNOUNCEMENT- Executive Session held October 3, 2024
Executive Session held October 7, 2024
Executive Session held October 15, 2024

APPPROVAL OF MINUTES: Chairwoman Bramblett called for the approval
of the minutes.



a. Workshop Meeting -------==-c-wcou-no- September 3, 2024
b. Regular Meeting ----=--=-=--eco-oe--- September 9, 2024

Mr. Whitney made a motion to approve the minutes. The motion was
seconded by Ms. Leonard. A roll call vote was taken and the motion
passed 5-0 with Ms. Viscio, Mr. Whitney, Ms. Leonard, Mr. Nelson,
and Ms. Bramblett in favor.
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ADMINISTRATION

a. 2025 Budget Meetings- October 21°¢, October 28", November 18
at 6:00 p.m.- Mr. Nelson announced the Budget Meeting dates as
follows: Monday, October 21°t at 6:00 p.m., Monday, October 28 at
6:00 p.m., and Monday, November 18" at 6:00 p.m.

b. Announcement- December Regular Meeting Change of time from 7:00
p-m. to 6:00 p.m.- Mr. Nelson stated the date of the Plymouth
Township Council Regular Meeting for December has been changed
from 7:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

¢. Pension Fund- Allocation of 2024 State Check- ACTION- Ms. Viscio
reported that the Township received a check from the State in the
amount of $968,899.51 to help fund the Township Pension Plans. The
allocation for 2024 is $505,716.51 for the Police Pension Plan and
$463,183 for the Non-Uniformed Plan. Ms. Viscio made a motion to
approve this and was seconded by Mr. Nelson. A roll call vote was
taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Viscio, Mr. Whitney, Ms.
Leonard, Mr. Nelson, and Ms. Bramblett in favor.

d. Announcement- The Resident Communication Survey is Open until
October 18"~ Ms. Leonard announced that the resident communication
survey is open until Friday, October 18%.

e. Wind Gap Change Orders- ACTION- Mr. Whitney made a motion to
approve $14,487.52 of change orders and was seconded by Mr. Nelson.
A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Ms.
Viscio, Mr. Whitney, Ms. Leonard, Mr. Nelson, and Ms. Bramblett in
favor.

f. America 250PA Resolution- ACTION- Mr. Whitney stated this
resolution was formed to celebrate the 250*" birthday of the United
States in 2026. Mr. Whitney made a motion to approve this
resolution and was seconded by Ms. Viscio. A roll call vote was
taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Viscio, Mr. Whitney, Ms.
Leonard, Mr. Nelson, and Ms. Bramblett in favor.



POLICE/PUBLIC SAFETY

a. Police Pension Contribution Resolution- ACTION- Ms. Viscio made
a motion to approve this resolution establishing the contribution
rate for the police officers at 3% for 2025 as recommended by the
Township Actuary. The motion was seconded by Mr. Whitney. A roll
call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Viscio, Mr.
Whitney, Ms. Leonard, Mr. Nelson, and Ms. Bramblett in favor.

b. Emergency Police and Fire Alarm Ordinance- Final Consideration-
ACTION- Ms. Bramblett stated this item is tabled.

¢. Parking of Motor Carriers Ordinance- Final Consideration-
ACTION- Mr. Glassman read the ordinance for parking of motor
carriers. Mr. Nelson made a motion to adopt this ordinance and was
seconded by Ms. Viscio. A roll call vote was taken and the motion
passed 5-0 with Ms. Viscio, Mr. Whitney, Ms. Leonard, Mr. Nelson,
and Ms. Bramblett in favor.

d. Plymouth Fire Company Loan Agreement- Ms. Bramblett stated this
item is tabled.

e. Harmonville Fire Company Loan- Ms. Bramblett stated this item
is tabled.

PUBLIC/WORKS/SEWER

ENGINEERING

a. Lighting Ordinance- Final Consideration- ACTION- Mr. Glassman
read the lighting ordinance. Mr. Nelson made a motion tc adopt
this ordinance and was seconded by Mr. Whitney. A roll call vote
was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Viscio, Mr. Whitney,
Ms. Leonard, Mr. Nelson, and Ms. Bramblett in favor.

SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT

a. L.D. 18-4 SMG Hotels/201 Plymouth Road
1) Expiration date December 31, 2024

b. S.D. 20-2 Marchese/751 Belvoir Road
1) Time Limit Waived

c. L.D. 21-1 Kelman and Magliari Realty, LLC/2070 Butler Pike
1) Expiration date December 31, 2024



L.D. 22-1 1508 Sandy Hill Road/Riverview Land Development

1) Expiration date December 15, 2024

e. L.D. 24-1 1402 Ridge Pike Associates, LLC/KIA Service Drive-
Thru Garage
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1) Time Limit Waived
£. L.D. 24-3 St. George Coptic Orthodox Church/2907 Jolly Road
1) Extension granted to January 20, 2025- ACTION- Ms.

Viscio made a motion to approve this extension and was
seconded by Mr. Whitney. A roll call vote was taken and the
motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Viscio, Mr. Whitney, Ms. Leonard,
Mr. Nelson, and Ms. Bramblett in favor.

CONDITIONALLY APPROVED PROJECTS NOT YET RECORDED
PROJECTS UNDER CONSTRUCTION

a. Escrow Release - ACTION -~

1) Black Horse Woods- Mr. Whitney stated this communication
is from Woodrow & Associates, stating sufficient work has been
completed to release $33,482.40. Mr. Whitney made a motion to
approve this escrow release and was seconded by Ms. Viscio. A roll
call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Viscio, Mr.
Whitney, Ms. Leonard, Mr. Nelson, and Ms. Bramblett in favor.

CODE ENFORCEMENT

ZONING

a. Zoning Hearing - Mr. Nelson announced that the Zoning Hearing
Board of Plymouth Township will hold a public hearing on Monday,
October 21, 2024, commencing at 7:00 p.m., on the following
applications: 1) Robert Gervasi, Jr (Angela Gervasi and Gabriela
Howell), 2) Kyle Farnholtz & Erika Raskay, and 3) Patrick & Lisa
Delaney. Any citizen of Plymouth Township or interested party may
attend the public hearing and have an opportunity to be heard.

PARKS AND RECREATION

a. Upcoming Events- Ms. Bramblett stated the following are upcoming
events: HWP Campfire and Hayrides on Saturday, October 19; Pool
Pumpkin Patch on Sunday, October 20; PicklePalooza on Saturday,
October 26; Veterans Day Celebration on Wednesday, November 6;
Outdoor Holiday Market on Saturday, November 16; Holiday Tree
Lighting Ceremony on Wednesday, December 4; Bus Trip to NYC on



Friday, December 6; Graham Cracker House Workshop on Saturday,
December 7; Breakfast with Santa on Saturday, December 14; Senior
Holiday Potluck & Trivia on Monday, December 16. Ms. Bramblett
stated the GPCC is 1looking for fall sponsors. For further
information, please visit the Greater Plymouth Community Center’s
website or by calling (610) 277-4312.

b. Records Disposition Resolution- ACTION- Ms. Viscio made a motion
to approve this resolution and was seconded by Mr. Whitney. A roll
call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Viscio, Mr.
Whitney, Ms. Leonard, Mr. Nelson, and Ms. Bramblett in favor.
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PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
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MISCELLANEOUS/OLD BUSINESS

a. Citizen Board Vacancy Announcement- Ms. Leonard stated the
following citizen board positions are open: three positions on the
Property Maintenance Code Appeals Board, one on the Historical
Architectural Review Board, and one on the Human Relations
Commission. Anyone interested in serving on one of these boards
can submit a resume or letter of interest to Karen Weiss, the
Township Manager.

b. Veterans Day Celebration Announcement- Wednesday, November 6
at 2:00 p.m.- Ms. Leonard announced that a Veterans’ Recognition
Ceremony will be held at the Service and Devotion Monument in
Community Center Park on Wednesday, November 6% beginning at 2:00

p.m.

¢. Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony Announcement- Wednesday,
December 4'" at 6:00 p.m.- at Service & Devotion Monument at corner
of Walton Road & Germantown Pike- Ms. Leonard announced that the
Holiday Tree Lighting will be held on Wednesday, December 4°
beginning at 6:00 p.m.

d. Connaughtown Updates- Ms. Bramblett gave an update on the
following projects: guide rail near 536 New Elm Street, sidewalk
on Conshohocken Road, and a new pedestrian crossing at Light Street
and New Elm Street.

Ms. Bramblett stated the Township Engineers collected data near
536 Elm Street and met with PennDOT to discuss the Township’s
safety concerns. PennDOT installed a chain link fence to combat
this issue, however, the Township feels that more needs to be done,
such as a guide rail.



Ms. Bramblett stated the Township Engineer feels as though a guide
rail is the best solution to protect residents. PennDOT is
currently reviewing the information provided and once the Township
gets permission, Council will be moving forward with this project.

Ms. Bramblett stated multiple site visits have been made to
research assessments regarding the sidewalk on Conshohocken Road.
In addition, Township officials and police officers have been at
the site as well. The Township Engineer made several assessments
and does not suggest this area be a candidate for traditional
sidewalks. Ms. Bramblett stated the Township Engineer also
concluded that there is no fiscal or physical way to make a
pedestrian connection along Conshohocken Road that is both safe
and convenient to our neighbors. Ms. Bramblett stated Council is
not moving forward with this project.

Ms. Bramblett stated Township officials and PennDOT have met onsite
to install a crosswalk at Light Street and New Elm Street. Surveys,
traffic studies, and applications have all been sent to PennDOT.
Ms. Bramblett stated a right of entry letter has been sent to the
affected property owner. PennDOT will issue a Highway Occupancy
Permit when the right of entry form has been signed. Once returned,
the project will go out to bid. These improvements will include
ADA curb ramps, a painted crosswalk for pedestrians, and a rapid
flashing beacon for pedestrians crossing New Elm Street at Light
Street. Council will provide monthly updates at the Regular
Meetings. Council will be moving forward with the crosswalk.
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AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION

Mr. Anthony Lisi asked if the guide rail is going to be on the
side away from the road or next to the curb. Ms. Bramblett stated
right after the underpass on the right-hand side, the south side
is where it is being contemplated. Mr. Lisi asked if it would be
blocking where pedestrians walk. Ms. Bramblett stated she is unsure
and will provide an answer at the next meeting. Mr. Lisi stated
Norristown added speed bumps on DeKalb Pike which is a PADOT owned
road. Mr. Lisi asked if we could look into installing speed bumps
because something needs to be done to slow down traffic.

Ms. Bramblett reminded Mr. Lisi that the Township Engineer
concluded that it is not safe for pedestrians to be walking in
that area. Mr. Lisi stated by not taking action is making it more
unsafe. Mr. Lisi stated PennDOT needs to cut back the vegetation
that’s overgrowing. Ms. Bramblett stated they will look into
PennDOT's obligation to maintain the vegetation in that area.



Ms. Joanna Barr stated she almost hit a pedestrian. Ms. Barr stated
they have requested handicapped spaces and would like to know the
status of installing them. Ms. Bramblett asked if those spaces are
private. Ms. Barr stated PennDOT owns the parking spaces. Ms.
Bramblett stated she will look into this because they need to know
the ownership of those spaces. Ms. Barr also spoke about the speed
bumps installed in Norristown. Ms. Barr asked if the guide rail
could extend under the overpass. Ms. Bramblett stated she is unsure
what the plan states. However, the purpose of it is to protect the
house that sits at the bend.

Mr. Nick Liermann stated he is the father of three children and
the demographic of this neighborhood is growing. Mr. Liermann feels
the responses they have received regarding this project are
disrespectful and believes Council is not adequately advocating
for them. Mr. Liermann asked to see the Township Engineer’s study.
Ms. Bramblett stated that a Right to Know has been submitted. Mr.
Liermann expressed his frustration regarding this matter. Ms.
Bramblett stated there is a process established by law to provide
documents to residents. Mr. Glassman explained the process to Mr.
Liermann regarding the Right to Know. Ms. Bramblett stated it will
be turned over to be reviewed by the woman who requested it.

Ms. Patti Smith thanked Council for the updates. Ms. Smith asked
if she needs to amend the Right to Know request to encompass the
dates of the feasibility study. Ms. Weiss stated no. Ms. Smith
stated they are not prioritizing the pedestrians. She believes the
speed bumps would be wonderful. Ms. Smith asked if the Township
has a grant writer. Ms. Weiss stated yes. Ms. Smith asked how many
grants the Township submitted this year. Ms. Bramblett stated she
is unsure but can get that information. Ms. Smith asked if the
Township has applied for federal funding. Ms. Bramblett stated she
can get that information as well. Ms. Smith stated she is unsure
why the Township is not taking advantage of any federal funding
for this issue.

Ms. Kristin Leonard stated in October of 2023 she was sitting in
the audience and can appreciate that the communication on this
issue has not been clear. Ms. Leonard stated she believes unclear
communication has made this issue even larger.

Ms. Leonard stated she is failing to understand how a sidewalk is
going to keep a pedestrian safe. She stated installing a sidewalk
is an invitation for more people to do so. If a sidewalk were
installed, who would take on the liability if a pedestrian got
hit.



Mr. Nick Liermann stated he is unsure why it took 8 months to get
a hard “No”. Ms. Lenoard apologized that it took a hard push from
the residents to get clear communication.

Ms. Lynne Viscio stated she hopes everyone can collectively find
a way to move forward. Ms. Viscio stated Council has not been as
thorough communicating. She is hoping to look for more solutions
going forward instead of looking backwards.

Ms. Genevieve Boland stated she witnessed someone almost get hit,
therefore the speed must decrease. Ms. Boland stated she would
have more trust if better communication was had from the start.
Ms. Boland stated the brush also must be cleared so people can
see. Ms. Bramblett stated she will look into the brush/debris under
the underpass. Ms. Boland stated she addressed the brush/debris at
the last meeting.

Ms. Joanna Barr wanted to clarify if someone from Council will
approach PennDOT regarding maintenance. Ms. Bramblett stated yes.
Ms. Barr stated saying “don’t walk there” is coming from a place
of privilege, not everyone has a vehicle.

Mr. Dan Gallagher stated the streetlight is out at Light Street
and 0ld Elm Street and would like to know if it could be fixed
before Halloween. He stated he called Public Works and left a
message.

Mr. Anthony Lisi reported a street light out at 626 Fulton Street,
then asked if it was required for the steel mill to install
sidewalks when it is sold. Ms. Bramblett stated if it is ever
redeveloped, they would be required to install sidewalks per our
ordinance.

Mr. Nick Liermann asked if the Township or the steel mill could
advocate for us. He also asked Council to help them get to a
solution.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the Regular Meeting was adjourned
at 8:50 p.m.

spectfully .submi d, -
nalisa Primus fL00144/22,/

Recording Secretary



